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the viscus is intact, uninjured, and not accompanied by the
extrusion or displacement of any other organ. When it is
wounded or torn, or when there is accompanying hernia or
protrusion of other viscera, then it is complicated.
As we have said, ruminants are most liable to this accident;
the cow coming first, then the sheep and goat; the inare is
less frequently affected, and the sow and bitch perhaps not so
often as the mare. Inversion of the uterus has been observed
in the cat and rabbit.
With the bitch and sow, incomplete inversion of the uterus
is far from uncommon, as is also simple inversion of the
vagina, for which it might be mistaken. In uniparous
animals the whole of the organ is usually inverted; while in
multiparous creatures, generally little more than the portion
which contained the foetuses is involved.
The accident has been observed in animals kept in houses,
as well as in those roaming about at liberty; and it has been
known from time immemorial. The Roman veterinarian
Vegetius alludes to it, and recommends the employment of an
Inflated pig's bladder as a good pessary.
Symptoms,
The symptoms of uterine inversion vary with its extent.
With uniparous animals, inversion always commences at the
fundus of the organ, most frequently towards the largest
cornu where the greater portion of the foetus was lodged.
Under the influence of an irregular kind of spasmodic con-
traction, this part is drawn or pushed inwards, just as the
foot of a stocking is inverted; and this action continuing,
the fundus or cornu is more or less rapidly carried towards
the osr through which it passes into the vagina (incomplete
inversion), dragging after it the body of the organ, which also
becomes inverted as it proceeds.
It is rare indeed that inversion does not go beyond this;
for the considerable alteration in position and relations which
has already taken place gives rise to sensations of discomfort
and pain, and these react on the nervous system, inducing
contraetion of the uterine and abdominal muscles. Powerful
and hurried expulsive efforts ensue, and soon the organ is